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Recently, the Oakville communi-
ty come together in a way that dem-
onstrated the true meaning of ‘giv-
ing back.’

Local business, community orga-
f nizations, residents and the Town of

Oakville showed just what can hap-
pen when we all work together.

Hopedale Park was the beneficia-
ry of a partnership between the
Town, Groundbreakers and
Oakvillegreen that saw 150 trees
planted. 

The rain held off, but the com-
munity poured in to the park, with
shovels in hand, to take part in
improving their community.  

f As Karen Brock, president of
Oakvillegreen, said, “It is like a barn-
raising,” and it truly was. Babies in
strollers, young children, students,
families, neighbours young and old,
as well as senior management from
TD Canada Trust (Hopedale Mall)
came out with Ward 2 Councillor
Pam Damoff and me to improve our
neighbourhood park.

Coronation Park was the second
park to get some sprucing up this
wweek. With paint rollers, brushes,
and  wheel barrows in tow, approxi-
mately 60 employees of Dufferin
Construction and their parent com-
pany, Holcim Canada, volunteered
their time, energy and materials to
make improvements to Coronation
Park.  

The eager team, in their safety
vvests and white paint overalls, could
be seen throughout the park as they
wworked to improve our neighbour-
hood. 

This long-time Oakville business
demonstrated how community part-
nerships can be such a benefit to our
Town.                                                                                

On behalf of Councillor Damoff,
the Town of Oakville, and most
importantly, the broader communi-
ty, thank you to everyone who made
these events such a success.

Cathy Duddeck, Councillor
Ward 2, Oakville

I don’t live in Oakville, 
but after a recent weekend 
vvisit, I would love to be a 
member of the community. 

I was at my aunt’s house 
looking after her dog and 
taking care of her house 
wwhile she took my mom on 
a birthday trip. While there 
at the weekend, I made sure 
to take advantage of the 
beautiful trails Oakville has 
to take Maggie —  my aunt’s 
nine-year-old golden retriev-
er — for her walks. 

On Sunday, while enjoy-
ing a walk and all the saluta-
tions and hellos from mem-

bers of the community, I
happened to find myself 
lost. I did have my phone
with me so I used the GPS
to get out, but it took me a
while. Poor Maggie had
already tried to give up in
the forest, but I managed to
convince her to keep going.

I finally got out of the
forest and got myself to
Neyagawa Boulevard. I
could see the street I needed
to get to, but it was still a
little way away. That’s when
Maggie decided she couldn’t
walk anymore. I tried every-
thing I could think of to get

her to move. I got down to 
her level and tried coaxing 
her a little bit farther, which 
worked for only a little while 
until she really gave up and 
laid her head on the side-
walk. I felt so bad, I didn’t 
mean to get lost and I knew 
Maggie was older and 
couldn’t handle long walks.  

I started to realize then 
that I may have a big prob-
lem on my hands. 

I tried picking her up 
and walking with her in my 
arms, but I quickly realized 
I couldn’t make it that far. I 

d f dKindness of strangers appreciated

Tree planting in
Hopedale ParkIt is one of those charitable organizations that 

wworks quietly in the background assisting our most 
precious, yet vulnerable, members of society — 
Halton’s young people.

This group works to ensure all students and 
schools within the Halton District School Board 
get the assistance they need for a healthy and happy 
education experience.

The Halton Learning Foundation will celebrate a 
milestone tomorrow (Thursday) at its annual cel-
ebration dinner in Oakville. Thanks to the generosity 
of donors, the foundation announced it has handed 
out $2 million in grant money.

The foundation, an independent charity that oper-
ates collaboratively with the Halton school board, is 
quick to thank its sponsors.

Fundraising is tough enough, but even harder 
wwhen there is perceived wealth for all who reside in 
Halton.

The grants recognize the economic disparity 
among schools and attempts to level the playing 
field for both students and educators. The donations 
also assist students in crisis — sometimes beyond 
education funding.

These are the students who come from socio-
economic backgrounds where there simply is not 
enough money to buy that warm winter coat or 
boots. The students are among the region’s hidden 
poor.

We are fortunate to live in a wealthy municipality,  
but we often forget about families struggling to get 
by.

When you consider the Halton District School 
Board has more than 50,000 students and 95 schools, 
wwe know the need is great.

“Whether it is by providing emergency help for 
students in need, funding new resources and proj-
ects that enrich the learning environment, or by 
recognizing student achievement with scholarships, 
the foundation’s ultimate purpose is to support stu-
dents and strengthen schools,” says the foundation 
in a news release.

If you have some extra cash to spare, you may 
wwant to consider assisting the Halton Learning 
Foundation.

This charity is the foundation upon which we are 
building our future.

To learn more about the Halton Learning 
FFoundation, visit www.haltonlearningfoundation.ca.

Learning foundation 
helps even playing field

See Help page 7


