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TWO LITTLE ANGELS: Jessie Smith, 3, left, and friend Annabel Brenninkmeyer, 4, took advantage of the light dusting of snow over the weekend to make snow angels between sledding runs. The 
two Oakville kids were out enjoying the day with their families at Gairloch Gardens along the lake. This week’s milder temperatures could spell the end of the white stuff — at least for now.
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By Nathan Howes
SPECIAL TO THE BEAVER

When all the Ward 4 parents stood up at the 
end of Monday’s public consultation meeting 
on boundary changes, it wasn’t to give Halton 
District School Board (HDSB) officials a round 
of applause. Many of the parents were upset 
that potential boundary changes will nega-
tively impact their children.

The two-hour session at Abbey Park High 
School provided parents the opportunity to 
review and give feedback on proposed school 

boundary changes.  
Eight schools are included in the review – 

Abbey Lane, Pilgrim Wood, Heritage Glen, 
Emily Carr, Forest Trail, Palermo, West Oak 
and Captain R. Wilson. 

The purpose of the review is to examine 
various scenarios in order to recommend a 
plan for September 2012 to re-direct students 
in some of the aforementioned schools to bet-
ter balance enrolment.

“There’s a huge problem in northwest 
Oakville because some of the schools are over-
utilized, specifically Palermo and Forest Trail, 

and then there are also schools under-utilized 
such as Abbey Lane,” said Oakville Wards 5 and 
6 Trustee Kelly Amos. “It’s about looking at all 
eight schools in the community (to) try to 
make sure that we can try to create a balance.  

“If you’re starting a new program with 
Grade 1s, you need to have at least two classes 
of 40 kids. You've got to make sure there are 
enough classes and kids to make sure pro-
grams are viable.”

Karena Bowman has two children attend-
ing Palermo and was one of many upset par-
ents at Monday’s meeting. One of her concerns, 

which was echoed by those in attendance, was 
the affect a school transfer could have on her 
children’s friendships.  

She said it’s “irresponsible” of the board to 
make a decision that would affect the commu-
nity, not just the students. 

“It’s a little presumptuous to make such a 
big decision affecting so many families at this 
time. In certain scenarios, the children are 
split up,” said Bowman. 

A Boundary Review Committee (BRC) has 
been established with representatives from the 

Parents express concern over possible school boundary changes

See Board page 5
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DUNDAS & TRAFALGAR ROAD 400 Dundas St. East • 257-TIRE
STORE HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8:00am-9:00pm Sat. 7:30am-6:00pm Sun. 9:00am-5:00pm

1100 Kerr Street (Kerr & QEW) • 905-844-0202
STORE HOURS: Mon. - Fri. 8:00am-9:00pm Sat. 8:00am-6:00pm Sun. 9:00am-6:00pm

MEGA
DEALS

SAVE

70%
KitchenAid
cast-iron pot.
3.5-quart round or
3-qt oval. Porcelain-enamelled finish.
Exclusive to Canadian Tire.
42-1380-8/1381-6. Reg 99.99 NOW 29.99 ea

SAVE

50%
T-Series WindTunnel bagless upright.
Dual-stage filtration for no loss of
suction. Fold-down handle. 5-height
adjustment.
43-6733-6. Reg 199.99

NOW 99.97

SAVE

25%
Goodyear Allegra Touring Fuel Max
Reduced rolling resistance.
P185/65R14 85H. Reg, from 124.99

NOW93.74 ea, up

WINDTUNNEL

Sale in effect Friday, February 17 to Thursday, February 23, 2012
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