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The recent decision by the 
Ontario Court of Appeal on March 
26 to strike down the ban on broth-
els and living off the avails of prosti-
tution in Canada is alarming. 

The Government of Canada and 
many women’s groups across the 
country recognize prostitution is 
harmful to vulnerable persons, 
women and communities.  

The decision itself has been gen-
erally supported in our media as 
progressive, hailed as helping 
restore the personal security of 
prostitutes. In reality, it would place 
more vulnerable women in harm’s 
way. 

The Scottish Parliament recently 
studied this issue and discovered  
legalization and regulation of pros-
titution increased the role of orga-
nized criminals in the sex business, 
along with child prostitution, vio-
lence against women and more for-
eign girls and women being traf-
ficked into a region.  

I note some media outlets that 
support this decision make hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars on 
prostitution, publishing ads that 
prostitutes place in their newspa-
pers or their websites.

Establishing brothels in Canada 
would simply legitimize the role of 
pimp, giving it a different name — 
madam — and allow governments 
to take a piece of the action in this 
sad practice in licensing fees and 
income tax.

It is highly naive for the court to 
assume prostitutes would obey the 
law and stay in brothels, never to be 
bullied again. For privacy and profit 
reasons, prostitutes will continue to 
sell their services in hotels, bars and 
on the street. 

 My dog was diagnosed last 
week with Lyme disease. 

The diagnosis was made 
when I presented Molly, who 
was exhibiting severe joint 
pain and high fever, to my 
veterinarian’s office (West Oak 
Animal Hospital).

These findings prompted 
Dr. Fisher to transfer us to the 
M i s s i s s a u g a / O a k v i l l e 
Veterinary Emergency 
Hospital for emergent investi-
gation and treatment.

Dr. Fisher mentioned the 

possibility of tick-borne dis-
ease and I recalled that she 
had had a deer tick removed 
at the groomer in November 
of last year.

As it turns out, this tick 
was likely the cause of Molly’s 
Lyme disease. 

Symptoms can take two-
five months to present in a 
dog following exposure, and 
can have devastating effects.

I write this letter to raise 
awareness about the potential 
risk of tick-borne disease in 

Oakville to other dog owners.
We are very fortunate that 

Molly is undergoing the 
appropriate antibiotic treat-
ment and is doing well, and 
are extremely grateful for the 
excellent care provided to us 
both by our regular veterinar-
ians at West Oak Animal 
Hospital and by the 
Emergency veterinarians and 
team at the Mississauga/
Oakville Veterinary 
Emergency.

Alison Thomas, Oakville

Molly owes thanks to vets

Court ruling 
on brothels 
alarming to 
Oakville MP

Our federal government — in a majority 
position for the first time in a number of 
years — apparently doesn’t want to truly 
lead our country.

Last week’s budget announcement pro-
vided a prime opportunity to do just that. 

Rather than lead by example and show us 
how it’s done, the Conservatives sat on their 
hands as they told us we need to work an 
extra two years before retirement — most of 
us, anyway.

The Tories will phase-in an increase in 
eligibility for Old Age Security from 65 years 
of age to 67, affecting those of us who are  
younger than 54.

Meanwhile, they won’t be making any 
adjustments to MPs’ pensions until next 
year, and we don’t yet know what those 
adjustments may be.

This, despite public outcry after the 
Canadian Taxpayers Federation reported 
earlier this year that taxpayers contribute 
$23.30 to an MP’s pension for every $1 he or 
she contributes.

And when hidden contributions are fac-
tored in, MPs’ pensions rise at a rate of 10.4 
per cent each year. 

Wouldn’t that be nice?
In the eyes of this government, it’s okay 

for the masses to work longer in life, while 
its members continue to be eligible for their 
pensions at age 55.

The Conservatives should have pledged a 
full and public review of MPs’ pensions, 
including how they are funded, with the 
stated goal of bringing them more in line 
with what the rest of us receive.

While working an extra two years is hard 
to stomach no matter what, knowing MPs 
are willing to sacrifice as well would add a 
little sugar to this distasteful medicine.

Pension plans
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