
PABLO CASTRO
Master Colourist and Senior Hair Stylist with

10 years experience Welcomes former and New Customers

ENTER OUR
ANNIVERSARY

DRAW FOR

$1,000
HAIR SERVICES

#1 Continued Education #1 in Experience
455 GUELPH LINE, ROSELAND PLAZA

905-634-6651
WWW.COSIMOSSALON.COM

Since May 15th, 1959 our key to success is quality,
consistency, education, personalized service and
dedication. Cosimo’s is about designing your hair
to suit your features and lifestyle.

Come and join us for a fulfilling cutting
experience! Enjoy a complimentary hot towel
treatment or invigorating scalp massage with
every visit.

Cosimo’s Salon is all about consistency.
We exude the current, as well as the
classic trends, and are committed
to demonstrating our cutting edge
and progressive styles. Come in
and experience our highly skilled,
knowledgeable and passionate
hair team.
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YMCA of Oakville

Annual General Meeting
Monday, June 4, 2012, 6:45–8:45 p.m.

Please RSVP byMay 28, 2012
to Kris Copeland at

905-845-5597, ext. 239
or krisco@oakville.ymca.ca

Join us
as we mov

e

Beyond
these Wall

s

Visit ymcaofoakville.com/AGM
for more information.

By David Lea
OAKVILLE BEAVER STAFF

 In many parts of Africa, when a 
person gets old their children become 
their sole means of support.

For many of these seniors howev-
er, the HIV/AIDS pandemic has not 
only robbed them of their children, 
but also left them in a position where 
they must care for their orphaned 
grandchildren.

Oakville grandmothers groups, 
who are fighting to support these 
African grandmothers, heard all about 
this predicament at The Kensington 
retirement residence Thursday in a 
presentation by ROTOM (Reach One 
Touch One Ministries) Director and 
Founder Kenneth Mugayehwenkyi of 
Uganda.

It was part of the launch party for 
Halton’s Stride to Turn the Tide Walk, 
an annual fundraiser for the 
Grandmothers to Grandmothers 
Campaign of the Stephen Lewis 
Foundation, which will take place 
here June 9.

Those at Mugayehwenkyi’s pre-
sentation also heard about how just a 
few dedicated people can make a real 
difference in the lives of many.

“One of the things I would hope to 

communicate to them is to thank 
them very much because grandmoth-
ers in Canada have stood with grand-
mothers in Africa for a long time now. 
Most of the support we get is from 
grandmothers here,” said 
Mugayehwenkyi.

“Secondly, I want to give them a 
message of hope. To tell them that it is 

possible to turn the tide and change 
the impact of HIV/AIDS if we just 
continue. I would encourage them to 
just keep going.”

Born in a remote Ugandan village 
in 1968, Mugayehwenkyi immigrated 
to America where he began a promis-
ing career as a social service worker.

During this period he and his wife 

Miriam sponsored two orphaned girls 
in Uganda, ages five and seven, who 
were living in the care of their elderly 
grandmother after their parents’ 
death.

“On one of my visits home I went 
to visit them. The first thing I saw was 
that their house was really broken 
down. I was afraid it would collapse on 
them so I helped them to build a new 
house,” said Mugayehwenkyi.

“During that process I watched 
this family and I could not tell who 
was helping the other. The children 
are too young. The grandmother is 
too old. The grandmother was 

depressed, stressed, lonely and miser-
able because she had lost her whole 
family.”

Mugayehwenkyi said the experi-
ence had a profound impact on him 
and forced him to question why he 
was working in America when there 
were so many suffering in his home-
land.

After returning to Uganda, 
Mugayehwenkyi began by just giving 
the grandmother of his sponsor chil-
dren someone to talk to and helping 
her around the house.

She directed him to some friends 
of hers who were in the same situa-
tion and also needed help.

As time went by, Mugayehwenkyi 
became aware of other basic needs 
these grandmothers and grandchil-
dren had, such as medical care, which 
were not being met.

Eventually Mugayehwenkyi was 
able to get some funding from the 
Stephen Lewis Foundation (SLF) and 
bring on staff to create ROTOM.

“I started this organization nine 
years ago and we now reach out to 
600 older people and 120 grandchil-
dren in Uganda,” he said.

“When AIDS took away their chil-
dren, who are their providers, it took 

Grandmothers stand united in Canada and Africa

ERIC RIEHL / OAKVILLE BEAVER / @halton_photog

a helping hand: Kenneth Mugayehwenkyi, executive director of Reach 
One Touch One Ministries (ROTOM) spoke to Halton of rural grandmothers in 
Africa  who are raising their grandchildren and holding their communities togeth-
er as the result of the HIV/AIDS epidemic in sub-Saharan Africa.

See Stride page 11

“One of the things I would 
hope to communicate to 
them is to thank them very 
much because grandmothers 
in Canada have stood with 
grandmothers in Africa for a 
long time now. Most of the 
support we get is from 
grandmothers here.”

Kenneth Mugayehwenkyi,
executive director,
Reach One Touch One 
Ministries


