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By David Lea
OAKVILLE BEAVER STAFF

Ward 6 Town and Regional Councillor Tom Adams will 
once again preside over the Town’s budget committee as it 
advises council what funding should go where for 2013.

 Adams, who holds a master’s degree in business admin-
istration from McMaster University and is a former senior 
risk manager at one of 
Canada’s major financial 
institutions, was unani-
mously appointed chair of 
the 2013 Budget Committee 
at the group’s inaugural 
meeting last week.

This will be the fifth con-
secutive year Adams has 
served as Oakville’s budget 
chair.

The councillor noted 
that at the end of the day 
what goes into the budget is 
a council decision and as 
such every member of coun-
cil will have the opportunity to have input no matter who is 
chair.

He said the Town has been moving towards increasing 
the continuity of the budget committee members as well as 
the budget chair and noted it is useful to have some continu-
ity in the role of the chair because the position often plays a 
liaison role between council, members of public and Town 
staff.

“I think the move towards a little bit greater stability in 
terms of council appointments is not a bad thing at all,” said 
Adams.

“The public, I think, is well served when a member of 
council gets an in-depth understanding of a particular port-
folio and is able to provide better leadership in terms of how 

By Brice Roy
SPECIAL TO THE BEAVER

Now and again, an extraordinary individ-
ual comes along and defies the limits of what 
the human body and spirit can accomplish. 

On the morning of June 18, Spencer West 
did just that.

West, accompanied by two friends, two 
videographers and several guides, finished 
his seven day, 19,341-foot (5,895-metre) 
climb to Uhuru Peak — the summit of 
Mount Kilimanjaro. 

While reaching the summit of Mt. 
Kilimanjaro is impressive enough on its own, 
West reached the top using only his arms. 

West lost his legs at the age of five due to 
a genetic condition called sacral agenesis, 
though his situation never slowed him down. 
His courage and perseverance led him to 
become a motivational speaker for both Me 
to We and Free the Children and eventually 
Kilimanjaro.

See DeAngelis page 5 See Adams page 9

Council hands 
budget job to 
Adams, again

Oakville man helps friend scale the peak
ReAChing neW heighTs: Oakville business owner Paul DeAngelis (far right) with the entourage that accompanied Spencer 
West (in front), who lost his legs as a child, as West climbed to Uhuru Peak, the summit of Mount Kilimanjaro in June.   
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