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been completely destroyed, she knew she 
had to do something to help.

That was three years ago. Since then, 
the 38-year resident of Canada has 
'adopted' the village of Timushan made 
up of approximately 1,500 people - most
ly children, and has seen the project grow 
by leaps and bounds.

Timushan’s only public school was 
destroyed by the hurricane. There is no 
clean'water source and the nearest med
ical facility is 10 kilometres away. Since 
1998, malnutrition, poverty and disease 
have ravaged the community forgotten by 
its own government.

In 2001, Rossi’s first mission to 
Timushan laid the groundwork for the 
upcoming trip.

One of the volunteers was Oakville 
resident Thelma Hooper who is also a 
member of the Halton and Peel Central 
America Relief Effort.

“It opened our eyes,” she said. “We 
couldn’t believe there were people in the 
world living in such impoverished condi
tions. You can’t believe what it means to 
have nothing until you see it with your 
own eyes. I’m was thrilled to be able to 
help.”
. 'T o  know that people believed in us is 
the most important thing," adds Rose 
DiBiase, a Mississauga resident, who has 
been Rossi’s ‘right hand lady’ since 
almost the beginning. She taught the vil
lage women how to sew during the last 
trip. “I’ve never met anyone with as much 
drive and determination as Hilda. 
Together, we will achieve our goals.”

Louis Gris, a lab technician at 
Oakville-Trafalgar Memorial Hospital, 
led crafts projects with the many children 
in the village last year.

“At first I questioned my own reasons 
for wanting to go on the trip,” he admits. 
"I thought they were selfish reasons, but it 
was so rewarding. It affected me. There 
aren’t too many days when I don’t think 
about it.”
t Fundraising to help construct the 
houses and the Multi-Service Community 
Centre and Health Clinic began almost 
immediately upon their return to Canada.

Thanks to the generosity of several 
organizations, 22 schools in Acton, 
Brantford, Halton and Peel, social clubs 
and churches (especially Crossroads 
Ministries which donated $10,000 toward 
the construction of the houses) and too 
many individuals to mention, the centre 
will soon open its doors.

Main donations totaling $37,500 came 
from the Rotary Club of Mississauga 
Airport matched by the Canadian Rotary 
Committee for International 
Development (CRCID), the Canadian 
International Development Agency 
(CIDA), The Rotary Foundation and The 
Rotary Club of Guatemala.

New name for
West Oak Trails school

■
West Oak Public School was select

ed the new name of the Oakville ele
mentary school opening in the West Oak 
Trails community on Fourth Line in 
Oakville in September 2002. The name 
was accepted unanimously despite wor
ries from a few trustees that the abbrevi
ation might be considered ethnically 
derogatory.

"Just don't come to me when people 
come to complain about the acronym," 
vice-chair Mary Chapin, an Oakville 
trustee, told her colleagues around the 
board table.

Chapin suggested changing the name 
to West Oak Trails PS. but was told it 
could not be considered because it was 
not one of the short-listed names.

On that list was Trailside P.S. (one 
vote); West Oak P.S. (10); Royal Oak 
P.S. (2); Westwood P.S. (3); and 
Oakside P.S. (1).

Nothing rotten about 
the White Birch tree

Around the world, the White 
Birch tree has been celebrated for 
its special qualities. In Europe, it is 
considered a magical tree and 
brooms are made from its twigs to 
sweep away evil.

The bark on the White Birch tree 
is famous for not rotting. The 
Mississaugas used this special bark 
for canoes, containers, shelter, 
moose-calling cones, fire starting 
and even for wrapping their dead.

Look for a small piece of birch 
bark on the forest floor. Write a 
message on it. Leave the message 
outside and see how long it lasts.

HERITAGE TRAILS
A signature project of The Community 

Foundation of Oakville. 
www.oakville.com

“We couldn’t believe there were 
people in the world living in 

such impoverished conditions.
You can’t believe what it means 
to have nothing until you see it 

with your own eyes.”
• Oakville volunteer 

Thelma Hooper

"The money will be used to purchase 
equipment and supplies to complete the 
construction," explains Carole Berry, a 
member of the Rotary Club of 
Mississauga Airport. Her husband 
Richard will be a part of the humanitarian 
mission in April.

“Because Timushan is an isolated 
area, it has been challenging to encourage 
people to contribute to this project.” she 
admits. “My role is to negotiate the con
tracts and write the proposals - about four 
inches of files. Clean water and literacy 
are the things that forge long-term 
change. Such a small amount of money 
by North American standards goes a very 
long way down there. Hilda never gives 
up and her downright determination will 
reap profound results.”

Others who have made a difference 
include Oakville’s Halton Healthcare 
Services Chief Human Resources Officer 
Bonnie Harrow, who is a strong support
er o f the project. Her Senior 
Administrative Assistant, Bonnie Fuller, 
raffled off tickets to Toronto Maple Leafs 
and Toronto Raptors games to raise 
money for the cause. Fuller also arranged 
for donations of first aid kits and other

medical supplies through the pharmacies 
at Oakville-Trafalgar Memorial Hospital 
(OTMH) and Milton District Hospital.

Four sewing machines were donated 
by Carole Daniels, OTMH Manager of 
Volunteer Services, and Joan Jeffery, 
President of the OTMH Volunteers’ 
Auxiliary.

Credit should also go to Ana Paredes, 
President of the Hispanic Development 
Council’s Board of Directors and a 
Halton and Peel Central America Relief 
Effort Board member, who has been 
instrumental in providing logistical sup
port to the project. On April 27, she will 
join 26 Canadian volunteers including 
bricklayers and a nurse in Guatemala, 
along with six students from the 
University of Guelph and nine students 
from McMaster University.

Roman Krilavicius, also a member of 
the Rotary Club Mississauga Airport, 
agreed to store clothing, tools, medical 
supplies and other items in his warehouse 
that will be shipped by container to 
Guatemala on April 1.

“Many people have been a tremen
dous help,” attests Rossi. “It’s my fervent 
hope that the aid that we bring to the peo
ple of Timushan will be treasured and 
remembered always as we push toward a 
better future for the impoverished and the 
needy of Guatemala.”

If you would like to support the cause, 
donate tools and equipment such as shov
els, or if you’re interested in attending the 
luncheon on April 7. call Hilda Rossi at 
(905) 849-8350. Cathyann Hoyle at (905) 
631-8477. Rose DeBiasi at (905) 273- 
5377. Ana Paredes at (416) 260-2279 or 
Louie Gris at (416) 766-2792.

O A K V I L L E

SH1AISU»MASSAGE THERAPY
C E N T R E  L T D .

REGISTERED MASSAGE THERAPISTS/CERTIFIED SHIATSU THERAPISTS

T h e r a p i e s  O f f e r e d  I n c l u d e :

• Traditional Swedish • Connective Tissue Massage 
Massage • Sports Massage

• Shiatsu Therapy • Cranio-Sacral Therapy

E f f e c t i v e  I n  T h e  T r e a t m e n t  O f :

• Musculo-Skeletal Pain • Headaches
• Stress/Tension • Whiplash/Neck Pain

Release • Muscle Rehabilitation

Gift Certificates Available
A Trusted Name in Oakville

125 Lakeshore Rd. E. Suite 304 0  - _  o  o  -7
(N avy &  Lakeshore) o 4 5 " < j l  3 /

SALE PRICES END SATURDAY, MARCH 30,2002

now
809"*

KENMORE 
18.1-CU. FT. FRIDGE 
WITH TOP FREEZER

2 full-width 'spillproof 
shelves slide out for 
convenience. 2 clear 

crispers. 1 is humidity 
controlled. #65852 Sears 
reg. 999.99. Sale 899.99

now
4 9 4 9 9 *

KENMORE EASY-CLEAN 
COIL RANGE
Lift-top cooktop for 
easy cleaning.
Roll 'N' Lock wheels. 
#59208. Sears reg. 749.99. 
Sale 549.99
Also availab le  in  Black-on-W hite. 
Self-clean extra

all Kenmore* major appliances, 
vacuums and sewing machines

except 'More Value' and ‘Big News' items

Even i f  th e y 're  a lre a d y  on  sa le

now 485"*
KENMORE ULTRA WASH 
4-CYCLE DISHWASHER
3 wash levels. Ouiet Guard sound 
insulation package. #15592.
Sears reg. 579.99. Sale 539.99
Available in Black and White

washer now 539” * 
dryer now 449""
KENMORE SUPER-CAPACITY 
LAUNDRY TEAM
Washer. 3-cu. ft. capacity. #22652.

Sears reg. 699.99. Sale 599.99 ‘
Dryer. 6.5-cu. ft. capacity. #62652.

Sears reg. 549.99. Sale 499.99

now 242"*
KENMORE
12-AMP UPRIGHT VACUUM
HEPA** filter. #39070.
Sears reg. 379.99. Sale 269.99
" H ig h  E ffic iency P articu la te  A ir F ilte r

Sears stores 
close to you, 
close to home

Major Appliances are available at 
the following Greater Toronto locations:

North
Bolton Dealer Store (905) 857-4390 

Markham furniture. Appliances 
& Home Improvements Store 

Don Mills & Steeles (905) 881-6600 

Martvile Shopping Centre (905) 946-1866 

Newmarket Furniture & Appliances Store 
Yonge St & Davis Or. (905) 830-0049 

Promenade Shopping Centre (905) 731-3388 

Richmond Hill Furniture & Appliances Store 
Hwy. 7 and Ybnge St (905) 762-0870

Upper Canada Mall Newmartet (905) 898-2300 

Woodbridge Furniture S Appliances Store 
Hwy. 7 S Weston Rd (905) 8506406

East
Oshawa Shopping Centre (905) 576rI711 

Pickering Town Centre (905) 420-8000 

Scarborough Furniture & Appliances Store 
Kennedy R1S 401 (416) 332-8577 

Scarborough Town Centre (416) 296-0T71

Central
Fairview Mall (416) 502-3737

Gerrard Square (416) 461-9092

Shefway Gardens (416) 620-6011

Woodbine Shopping Centre (416) 798-3800

YorWale Shopping Centre (416) 789-1105

Allen Rd. Furniture S Appliances Store 
jy ie n  Rd. & Sheppard Ave. (416) 398-9947

West
Ancaster Furniture S Appliances Store 

Golf Unks Rd. & Legend C it (905) 304-1440 

Bramalea City Centre (905) 458-1141

Brampton Furniture & Appliances Store 
535 Steeles Ave. E. (905) 455-1255

Burlington Furniture & Appliances Store 
Plains Rd East & QEW (905) 631-9655

Erin Mills Town Centre (905) 607-2300

Georgetown Dealer Store (905) 877-5172

Hamilton Centre Mall (905) 545-4741

Limeridge Mall Hamilton (905) 389-4441

Mapleview Centre Burlington (905) 632-4111

Milton Dealer Store (905) 878-4104

Mississauga Dealer Store (905) 848-8882

Mississauga Furniture S Appliances Store 
Hwy. 5 5403(905) 8206801 

Oakville Place (905) 842-9410 

Square One Shopping Centre (905) 2708111

Major appliances 
from Sears 

are Canada's 
Best Sellers

Based on independent national surveys 
current at time of advertising preparation

‘Prices shown include 10% discount. For sale 
items, discount is taken from sale price.

M a jo r a p p lia n c e s  o n lin e  
a t w w w .sears.ca

Sears Oakville Place Mon.-Fri. 9:30 am-9 pm. Sat. 8am-6pm. Sun.11 am-5 pm.
Sears Furniture & Appliance Store Mississauga Mon.-Fri. 1 0  am-9 pm. sat. 1 0  am 6 pm sun. 11 am-5 pm.

NP0351202 Copyright 2002. Sears Canada Inc.

http://www.oakville.com
http://www.sears.ca

