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CANADA DAY
How the beaver developed

in our country

A fter the early Europeans 
explorers had realized 
that Canada was not 

the spice-rich Orient, the 
main mercantile attraction 
was the beaver population 
numbering in the millions.
In the late 1600s and early 
1700s, the fashion of the day 
demanded fur hats, which 
needed beaver pelts. As these 
hats became more popular, the 
demand for the pelts grew.

King Henry IV of France saw the fur trade as 
an opportunity to acquire much-needed revenue 
and to establish a North American empire. Both 
English and French fur traders were soon sell
ing beaver pelts in Europe at 20 times their orig
inal purchase price.

The trade of beaver pelts proved so lucrative 
that the Hudson’s Bay Company honoured the 
buck-toothed little animal by putting it on the 
shield of its coat of arms in 1678. Sir William 
Alexander, who was granted title to Nova 
Scotia in 1621, had been the first to include the 
beaver in a coat of arms.

The Hudson’s Bay Company shield consists 
of four beavers separated by a red St. George’s 
Cross and reflects the importance of this indus
trious rodent to the company. A coin was creat
ed to equal the value of one beaver pelt.

Also, in 1678 Louis de Buade de Frontenac, 
then Governor of New France, suggested the 
beaver as a suitable emblem for the colony, and 
proposed it be included in the armorial bearings 
of Quebec City.

In 1690, in commemoration of France’s suc
cessful defence of Quebec, the “Kebeca

Liberata Medal” was struck. A seated 
woman, representing France, with 

a beaver at her feet, represent
ing Canada, appeared on the 
back.
The beaver was included in 
the armorial bearings of the 
City of Montreal when it was 
incorporated as a city in 
1833. Sir Sandford Fleming 

assured the beaver a position 
as a national symbol when he fea

tured it on the first Canadian postage 
stamp - the “Three Penny Beaver” of 1851.

The beaver also appeared with the maple leaf 
on the masthead of Le Canadien, a newspaper 
published in Lower Canada.

For a time, it was one of the emblems of the 
Societe Saint-Jean-Baptiste. It is still found on 
the crest of the Canadian Pacific Railway 
Company.

Despite all this recognition, the beaver was 
close to extinction by the mid-19th century. 
There were an estimated six million beavers in 
Canada before the start of the fur trade. During 
its peak, 100,000 pelts were being shipped to 
Europe each year; the Canadian beaver was in 
danger of being wiped out. Luckily, about that 
time, Europeans took a liking to silk hats and 
the demand for beaver pelts all but disappeared.

The beaver attained official status as an 
emblem of Canada when an “act to provide for 
the recognition of the beaver (castor canaden
sis) as a symbol of the sovereignty of Canada” 
received royal assent on March 24, 1975.

Today, thanks to conservation and silk hats, 
the beaver - the largest rodent in Canada - is 
alive and well all over the country.

The Great Canadian Adventure
Test your knowledge
1) How many of our provinces do 
not touch salt water?
2) In what year did Canada celebrate 
its centennial (100th) birthday?
3) What precious metal was discov
ered in the northwest of Canada 
during the 1800’s?
4) Who are the ‘Snowbirds’?

5) What document, reflecting  
Canada’s fundamental, democratic, 
equality and linguistic rights, 
became part of the Constitution in 
1982?
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What can you get 
in Oakville for $199?

a) A satellite dish?

b) A remote and a receiver?
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c) Installation?

OAKVILLE

Bell World 
422 Speers Road 
905-338-9200
Bell World
2525 Hampshire Gate, Unit 4 
905-855-2220
Bell World
Oakville Place, 240 Leighland Avenue 
905-845-3080

N ik o n  NIIVIS 300 KIT
Sharp 28-80mm macro zoom lens, 
quartz date and title.
3-year Canadian warranty.
Includes leather case, film and battery!

FR 735 QD KIT
Precision 35-70mm zoom and quartz date. 
3-year Canadian warranty.
Includes case, battery and strap!

s14999

MINOLTA 
AF 50 QD KIT

Loaded with automatic features including 
film door lock and quartz date.
Includes case and battery!

$0099 EARN DOUBLE’
AIR MILES*

Japan Camera
Give us your memories. We’ll make you Smile.

See white pages for the location nearest you

All of the above.
Now there’s no reason in the world why you should 
continue watching ordinary TV when Bell ExpressVu"  

digital satellite TV is so affordable in Oakville. $199* 
is all you pay for the dish, digital receiver, and remote. 
And for a limited time, we’ll throw in basic installation 
at no extra charge! That’s a $250 savings! Just visit your 
nearest participating dealer and bring your cable bill, 
showing spending of at least $32 per month before taxes.

You get our top 103 video channels with our Deluxe' 
comho package for just $36.95 per month. And another 
receiver for a second television is just $99.’ Enjoy Toronto 
local channels like C I V... more sports... more movies... 
more children’s programming. So why settle for cable 
when you can have it all with a Bell ExpressVu system.

Limited-time offer $299  
Programming credit -$100
(with subscription to “The* Works”) $ 1 9 9

Hurry! Offer ends July 31,2000

Bell World
481 North Service Road 
905-847-5700
Future Shop Ltd.
310 North Service Road 
905-815-0983
Galaxy Satellite
1175 North Service Road W., Unit 208 (2nd Floor) 
905-827-1701
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For more information, e-mail us at 
199@ expressvu.com

Radio Shack 
144 Speers Road 
905-844-7621
Radio Shack
Oakville Place, 240 Leighland Avenue 
905-844-8346
Radio Shack
Hopedale Mall, 1515 Rebecca Street 
905-825-2161
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