A renowred Oakville veteri-

narian wants to try to save a doe
shot through the head with an

arrow. But the Ministry of Natural

Resources worries the operation
would be too stressful for the ani-
mal.

Dr. Wolfgang Zenker, who
operates the Burloak Animal
Clinic, would first tranquillize the
deer and then remove the arrow.

He’s widely known for his
expertise with large animals. He
has  treated other deer, buffalo
calves and has a lion scheduled to
visit his Lakeshore Road animal
hospital next week.

“I'm hoping if I can get close
enough and the deer is quiet
enough, to hit it with a dart and
tranquillize it,” said Zenker. “All 1
* have to do then is cut the back part
of the shaft off and pull the rest of
the arrow through. That’s it.”

Ancaster  resident  Julie
MacBournie spotted the deer
Monday evening. Her husband,
Vic, called the Metro Toronto Zoo
seeking advice. They referred hlITl
to Zenker.

Zenker plans to travel to
Ancaster, near the Dundas Valley
Conservation Area, with his blow-
gun Friday or Saturday.

The blowgun 1s similar to
those used by South American
natives. '

“I'm confident we can help,”

Zenker said. “The hardest part is

A brilliant fusion of per-
formance, versatility, and
safety. Plus, full-time All-

Wheel Drive,
exceptional fuel efficien-
cy and a smooth car like §#

ride, make Outback a
wise choice.

All Subaru vehicles
provide superior
fuel economy,
Chech and compare.

"*Lease rate shown is for the 2003 Subaru
maonth includes $0 security
QW, M.S.R.P. $27 995 at $3

Wmmymmmamnmﬂmmfmg
mpafnmmmdmmsacu
payment for a 48 months term, freight, PDI and taxes extraSee imw
on 24 months. Financing examples: $10,000 at @ 2.8% per annum equals 93 per month for 24 months. Gnstuibarmg%ﬂéhranubﬂgaﬂmmufﬁﬂﬁuﬁ See dealer for details of other av
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Dr. Wolfgang Zenker hopes to
tranquillize a doe and remove
an arrow lodged in her head.
going to be getting the dart in and
making sure it doesn’t run away
before the tranquillizer takes
effect.

“If 1t doesn’t go too far and we
can follow it and I can get there,
then I can use a reversal agent to
reverse the tranquillizer and it
should be OK.”

Bill Murch, from the Ministry
of Natural Resources, says the vet
could be authorized by the MNR
to render emergency assistance

Oakyville vet wants to save
deer wounded by arrow

but some details have to be
worked out before any rescue
attempt 1s made.

“There 1s a-fair degree of risk
associated with that (tranquilliz-
ing rescue),” said Murch.

The animal has stress from the
injury 1t’s sustained. People
around it add stress and tranquil-
lizing adds further stress.

“If we do go ahead with this,
we don’'t want it turned into a
media event. The animal is under
enough stress already.”

Vic MacBournie echoes
Murch’s sentiments and asks that
the public stay away from the area
and respect the delicate nature of
the situation.

Murch 1s concerned the deer

will die from infection caused by

the arrow and may have to be put
down.

But Zenker 1s more optimistic.

“1I've seen some pretty horren-
dous mjuries to deer and they heal
well,” he said. “Deer have a very
good immune system, so I don’t
think it’s infected. If we’re able to
get a hand on it and pull the arrow
through, we might have time to
give it antibiotics.”

He said the arrow obviously
didn’t hit an artery and he under-
stands there 1s no blood around so
it probably happened a while ago.

The season for hunting deer by
archery ended Dec. 31.

— Torstar News Service
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The home is the heart of life. An ever changing story of

ourselves, our family, our friends. A welcome retreat
where  we protect, nurture and sustain all that is
| needed and loved.

Let California Closets share 25 years experience with
you to create the finest custom storage solutions for all
the areas of your home. Live the way you dream. Call
today for a complimentary consultation in your home.
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