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Local striker nets golden

| goal to clinch crown
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WILLIAM MELIER / SPECIAL TO OAKVILLE BEAVER

OUT OF MY WAY: Paul Daccobert of the Oakuville Blue Devils (in blue) fends off the challenge of Vaughan
Shooters’ Danny Sanna during Monday’s Canadian Professional Soccer League championship game at North
York's Esther Shiner Stadium. The Blue Devils’ Ryan Gamble scored a golden goal 10 minutes into extra time, giv-
ing Oakville the championship in its inaugural season of CPSL competition.
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9th Annual ATHENA Oakville Award Gala
Wednesday, October 26, 2005

at the Burlington Convention Centre - 1120 Burloak Dr., Burlington
Champagne Receprion: 6:00pm, Dinner 7:00pm
Ticket Cost: $75.00
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¢ Dinner Keynote Address
Sally Armstrong, Journalist

* The 2005 International ATHENA Award Recipient,
‘@ Sally Armstrong has covered stories about
women and girls in zones of conflict all over the
world. From Bosnia and Somalia to Rwanda and
© &' Afghanistan, she has risked her own safety to

. provide eye witness reports that have earmned
% her numerous national and international awards.

Deadline for tickets is Friday, October 21, 2005

For tickets, please call 905-467-7919
or email info@athenaoakville.ca

Sponsored by:
%@ oy The Oakville Beaver
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® By Jon Kuiperij
BEAVER SPORTS EDITOR

When Ryan Gamble joined the Oakville Blue
Devils, he simply wanted to be part of the
Canadian Professional Soccer Club’s inaugural
season and help bring the team’s young players
along.

He certainly ended up contributing a lot more
than that. ;

Gamble scored in extra time of |
Monday's CPSL final at Esther Shiner
Stadium in North York, lifting the Blue |
Devils to a 2-1 win over the Vaughan
Shooters and giving the first-year squad |
the league championship,

“Oakville 1s such a soccer communi-

"Oakville is

- such a soccer

. community and...
- it makes it even
. more special that
- | live in Oakville

Blue Devils’ Gamble
pays off in CPSL final

CPSL career. The striker, who has had knee sur-
gery four times in his life, recently told Wilde that
he would not return to the league next vear.

“It's bitter-sweet but there’s nothing better
than going out by scoring a golden goal to win a
championship for your hometown,” Gamble said.

The league championship capped off an emo-
tional week for the Blue Devils. Oakville appeared
to clinch the Western Conference regular-season
crown last Sunday (Oct. 2) with a 0-0 tie against
the Hamilton Thunder at Bronte Athletic Field,
but unknowingly used an ineligible plaver that
game and was given a forfeit loss several days later
by the league.

That meant the Blue Devils had to
play a quarter-final game against the
Windsor Border Stars (a game they
won 3-1), then face Hamilton in the
semifinal (a game they won 2-0) to
reach the title match.

“I told the guys to look at it as a

ty and... it makes it even more special and could help positive thing. It was a blessing in dis-
that I live in Oakville and could help the : the team b‘,l’ guise, it put a flame underneath us,”
team by scoring a very important goal,” | scoring a very said Oakville captain Phil lonadi. “I
said the 32-vear-old Gamble, who immi- | . . honestly believe that was the ignition
grated to Oakville from South Africa i Important gﬂal' for us to go and show why we should
when he was eight years old. “I've had a i o be champions. Against Windsor, we
few (golden goals) but it was probably ;ﬁﬂg{fjmﬁ probably played our best game of the
the biggest golden goal I've ever ° 4 season.”

scored.” The Blue Devils carried that

Gabriel Pop, the league’s second-leading goal
scorer this season, set up the play with a pass just
outside the 18-yard-box. Gamble blasted a shot
past Shooters keeper Brian Bowes and into the
top-left corner of the net.

“I think it was very fitting for Ryan. He's been
a model professional and an inspiration to our
younger players,” Blue Devils coach Duncan
Wilde said. “You couldn’t write the script any bet-
ter for a local boy who came in once we had the
squad in place and said ‘If you'll have me, I'd like
to be part of this and maybe I can help vou.’ It was
a great moment for him.”

Making the goal even more special for Gamble,
is that it came in the final game of his 14-year

momentum through. to the semifinal, where they
dominated’ the Thunder, and into the champi-
onship game against the favoured Shooters.
Vaughan finished 13 points ahead of Oakville in
regular-season play, boasting a record of 16-3-3.

Stalin Cardenas gave the Shooters a 1-0 lead in
the final, scoring from 30 yards out in the 37th
minute, but Sergio De Luca replied for Oakville
three minutes into the second half.

“We changed a couple of personnel and tried to
play a little higher up the field,” Wilde said of his
team’s halftime adjustments. “I thought we were
inviting them upon us... and knew if we went
down 2-0 it would be difficult to come back
See Team page D2

f“Oakwlle Soccer Club”

www.oakville-soccer.on.ca”

OAKVILLE SOCCER CLUB
THE ONLY OSA SANCTIONED
YOUTH SOCCER CLUB IN OAKVILLE FOR THE
2005 INDOOR / 2006 OUTDOOR SEASON

VISIT www.oakville-soccer.on.ca

For complete details on Rep Try -Outs

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE OAKVILLE
STORM SR. WOMEN'S TEAM ON THEIR
PARTICIPATION IN THE NATIONAL
CHAMPIONSHIPS THIS PAST WEEK!
WE'RE ALL VERY PROUD OF YOU!

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE OAKVILLE
BLUE DEVILS ON BECOMING CPSL
CHAMPIONS DURING THEIR FIRST

SEASON OF PLAY WITHIN OAKVILLE!!

THE TRADITION CONTINUES!

SPECIALIZED GOAL KEEPER SESSIONS

FALL/WINTER PROGRAMS AVAILABLE RUN BY MARNO OLAFSON

OSA B License, OSA Provincial Goalkeeper Coach (2004-2005)
OSA GK Diploma Course Instructor
Toronto Lady Lynx GK Coach - W League
McMaster University Women's Soccer — Asst.
Founder of Goal Keeper University

REGISTER ON-LINE
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504 Iroquois Rd., Unit #11, Oakville, ON L6H 3K4 Tel: 905-849-4436 Fax: 905-849-367/7
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¢~ _ 4 349 Davis Road, Oakville

‘? A ':,:} 905-815- 8939
D}- g i the official store and
& H equipment provider

ﬁ-"ﬁu"ﬂg of Oakville Soccer Club

The Qakville Beaver

A Proud Sponsor of
Oakville Soccer Club




