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SIEMENS

MRI technology like
you've never seen before

An MRI is one of the most sophisticated technologies available
in medicine today. New, advanced machines can produce scans
with extraordinary image quality enabling doctors to diagnose
problems that were a challenge before. It is why it is on the

top of our list of equipment needs for our new hospital. Your
donation will mean patients won't need to wait as long for
access to a painless test that can assist physicians in diagnosing
life-threatening illnesses such as cancer, stroke, and kidney
disease.

We need $3 million by March 31, 2015.

Oakville

Hospital

A Foundatlon

oakvillehospitalfoundation.com
905.338.4642

$1 MILLION

Help fund a new MRI for Oakville
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El Spero co-owner Don Kotsopoulos says he is excited his family-run restaurant will be reopening in Oakville
at a new location — the former location of Brown Dog café in Bronte at 2420 Lakeshore Rd. W. The family
restaurant closed its doors at the South Oakville Centre (formerly Hopedale Mall) in June after El Spero’s lease
was not renewed. | photo by Eric Riehl - Oakville Beaver (Follow on Twitter
@halton_photog or www.facehook.com/HaltonPhotog)

El Spero to retum at new location

by David Lea
Oakville Beaver Staff

The El Spero family restaurant is returning to
Oakville.

Co-owner Don Kotsopoulos confirmed to the
Oakville Beaver Friday, the local eatery, which
previously called the South Oakville Centre
(formerly Hopedale Mall) home for more than
40 years, would be reopening at a new location.

The business closed its doors June 29 after
the mall decided not to renew its lease.

“We're really excited,” said Kotsopoulos, who
runs the restaurant with his brother, Steve.

“We miss everyone so much.”

He said the restaurants new location is at
2420 Lakeshore Rd. W., and that it would still
go by the name EI Spero.

Kotsopoulos is hoping to rehire many of the
same staffers who lost their jobs when the South
Oakyville Centre location closed, but acknowl-
edged after two months it might not be possible
to get everyone back.

“We've become kind of a family; so it would
be nice to keep some of them, but obviously
some had to move on,” he said.

The bulk of the menu is expected to stay the
same with a few additions, although Kotsopou-
los said it was too early to elaborate.

Itis also too early to say exactly when the new
El Spero will be opening,.

The brothers take possession of their new
restaurant space on Sept. 1. However, there
are considerable renovations that need to be
done.

Kotsopoulos said he is hoping to open before
Christmas.

“We're excited about the location because a
lot of our customers are in that area,” he said. “A
lot of them will actually be able to walk to the
restaurant, which is nice.”

“ We're excited about the location
because a lot of our customers are in
that area. A lot of them will actually be
able to walk to the restaurant, which is
nice.... You see the same people every
day and they become part of your life.
We miss that.

Don Kotsopoulos
El Spero co-owner

Word about El Speros return is already begin-
ning to circulate with Kotsopoulos stating he
has already bumped into a few of his past cus-
tomers as he scouted out the Lakeshore Road
West location.

The community showed their support for El
Spero during its last year at Hopedale Mall as
residents attempted to get the mall to change its
mind about renewing the lease.

More than 1,300 people signed an online pe-
tition on www.change.org asking the mall to re-
tain the business, while members of the nearby
St. Dominic Roman Catholic Church congrega-
tion also started a similar petition.

The brothers said they were thankful of that
support since the restaurant was able to keep its
doors open longer than its original September
2013 closure date.

Kotsopoulos said when the restaurant closed,
he and Steve were looking at the possibility of
the Lakeshore Road West relocation, but noth-
ing had been finalized at that time.

He noted while the time off was nice for a
change, he and his brother are looking forward
to running a family restaurant again.

“You see the same people every day and they
become part of your life,” he said.

“We miss that.”



